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Amdt. Dated August 1 6, 2005 

Reply to OOiCB Action Mailed May 20, 20W 

REMARKS 

The above Amendments and these Remarks are in response to the 
Office action mailed May 20, 2005 . 

Claims 1-20 were pending in the present application before the 
Amendments as set forth above. By these Amendments, claims 2-5. 7-9 
and 15 are amended, and claim 1 is canceled. 

The May 20, 2005 Office action rejected claims I, 2, 5-20 under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,810,405 to 
LaRue et al (hereinafter "URue") in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,643.669 to 
Novak et al (hereinafter "Novak"), and claim 3 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over LaRue in view of Novak as applied to claims 1, 8 
and 15 above, and fiirther in view of U.S. Patent Application No. 
2003/0069874 to Hertzog et al (hereinafter "Hertzog"). 

However, Examiner stated that "claim 4 is objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be aUowable if rewritten 
in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims." 

Applicant appreciates Examiner's carefiil consideration of applicant's 
Amendments and Remarks submitted Februaiy 03. 2005. 



Claims 1-7 

In response, claim 4 has been rewritten in independent form including 
all of the limitations of the base claim 1. Claim 1 has been canceled. 
Claims 2, 3, 5 and 7 have been amended to be dependent from amended 
claim 4. 

Accordingly, amended claim 4 should now be allowable, as indicated 
by Examiner. 
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Because claims 2 3 '^"J^IJ,^^^^, ^^^^ r^^^^ 
amended d^m 4, and incorporate more team .ji^^a^ce. 

^ u * 1 • -) -^i and 5-7 are now in a condition tor allowance, 
submitted that claims 2, 3 and a / arc 

Claims S-U 

,„ re^ons. claim 8 has h«l totoUons ioc«pon*«l theremto. 

Ltr^an additional iU»iu«oo of .^»K...:ai^«— 

Monr '^ '^"" ''V""' --rr~^i^4)ia,bccnadd«^^ Accordingly, 
(substantially as recited ux onginal clami i) nas 
applicant has dal«ed from claim 9 to fea«»" thcof added mto daun 
As indicated by Ex^ttiner. the featu» of -SshKdaJia^^ 

SS^Sn^^^-'^^^^'^f^^iC^ Cnor Hetcog) provides any 
.ubjec matter. Nerther '^^^ ^ Ote 

teachinc. suggestion, or motivauon tnai u cum 
XTto ySd this feat^e. Wore, applicant submits that *e m^ 
tlL 8 1 now unobvious a». patemable, and that the cUun 8 should be 

allowed* 

Became claims 9-14 depend directly or todirecUy from 
8 and incorporate more feau«s therein respectively, it » subm.«ed th« 
claims 9-14 are DOW in a condition for allowance. 



PtOE 1(117 



CIttlim lS-20 

,„ response, claim IS has h«i extra limitations incorpo,at«i theremto. 
That is, the featuresyiimitations of " e m^H nP ' 
, „„- ... ba^; ,1 n nn p , t^ni l. of t^e processm g 
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Reply to Office Action Mailed May 20. 2005 

.Ipnt^n. device" of claim 9 have been added, and a limitation of 
the s v-->-— -"tinn re^nse mess^pr includes a value 
,_^^^^^^^i^r^^oMl^" (substantially as recited in original claim 4) has 
been added. All these additions correspond to the above-described 
additions to claim 8. 

For at least similar reasons to those asserted above in relation to 
amended claim 8, applicant submits that the system of claim 15 is now 
unobvious and patentable, and that the claim should be allowed. 

Because claims 16-20 depend directly or indirectly from amended 
claim 15, and incorporate more features therein respectively, it is submitted 
that claims 16-20 are now in a condition for allowance. 

Support for the amendments set forth above can be found in the 
disclosure as originaUy filed. Applicant asserts that no new matter is added 
However, the cl^ms are not limited to the disclosed embodiments. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections is respectfully requested. 

In view of the above claim amendments and remarks, the subject 
application is believed to be in a condition for allowance, and an action to 
such effect is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Shephe]cd-S3. Shi et al. 
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